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Communiqué of the Ministerial Seminar

on Education for Rural People in Africa

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, September 9, 2005

We Ministers of Education, Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries of eleven countries
 in Sub-Saharan Africa, convened in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 7 to 9 September 2005, to review the policy options and priorities of Education for Rural People and to draw lessons from experience for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and Education for All (EFA) goals, including universal primary education, food security and poverty reduction through the sustainable development of agriculture and rural areas in sub-Saharan Africa.    

Considering that:

1. Education for Rural People is a strategic priority for SSA in the fight to reduce extreme poverty, hunger and malnutrition, and illiteracy. Presently, rural people represent 71 percent of the total population and will remain important over the next three decades as it is projected that they will represent 58 percent in 2030. For every 100 urban children who have access to primary education, only 68 do so in rural areas. For every 100 children in urban areas who complete primary school, only 46 do so in rural areas. The gender gap is usually more pronounced in rural areas since the ratio of girls to boys in primary, secondary and tertiary education as well that of literate women to men is much lower in rural than in urban areas. These inequities in education directly threaten the sustainable development of the sub-Saharan region.     

2. Although significant progress and impact have been made in education for rural people, much is yet to be done to address the gross inequities that marginalize rural people, and in particular access to education by girls and women, working children, people in inaccessible and remote areas, nomadic and pastoral communities, ethnic minorities, the disabled, refugees and the displaced people.

3. Food security and poverty reduction strategies are directly dependent on our capacity to foster rural children’s access to quality primary education, and provide relevant literacy and basic skills, training communities of farmers, fishermen, and livestock producers, as well as the population living in forests and deserts. The educational needs of rural people – children, youth and adults – should be addressed holistically since today's children are the farmers and the citizens of tomorrow. Post primary education and skills development, vocational training and higher education reform need to be addressed within this framework. 

4. Although the direct impact of education on human and economic development is widely acknowledged, much has to be done to enhance the quality and relevance of education for rural people. The Seminar acknowledged that relevant learning materials must be accessible and available to rural people; training and appropriate incentives for rural teachers need to be enhanced ; the curricula needs to become more relevant by addressing cross-cutting issues important for rural livelihoods such as HIV/AIDS and other health issues, local knowledge, basic agriculture skills and human nutrition; community ownership of school plans needs to be strengthened. Infrastructure for basic social and economic services for rural people needs to be improved. 

5. The challenge of financing education for rural people is giving rise to a diverse range of innovations and incentives involving public support, civil society participation and external donors involvement.  

6. The education for rural people challenge can be addressed through effective partnerships among those engaged in policy making in education and those in agriculture and rural development. Close collaboration is required among the Ministries of Education and Agriculture, Fisheries and rural development, civil society, the media, and the private sector as Education for Rural People is crucial to achieve the Education for All Goals (Jomtien 1990 and Dakar 2000) as well as the Food Security Goals set in Rome (1996 and 2002).

7. To establish effective policies, management strategies and to optimize impact, national EFA plans need to consolidate monitoring and evaluation systems, particularly at the sub-national levels, with respect to defining concrete objectives, objectively measurable indicators, and data collection and analysis systems for ERP.

Recommendations: 

As a result, we Ministers recommend the following specific actions to be undertaken by the respective interested stakeholders.  These recommended actions are based on the key assumption that clear priorities for education for rural people will be established within the framework of EFA and rural development priorities and that they will target rural areas and communities where the people’s needs are greatest.     

1. For Governments 

· Align Education For All (EFA) and rural development policies to promote Education for Rural People as a top national priority and ensure that this priority is reflected through increased allocations of public budgets and investment for education for rural people.

· Promote inter-ministerial and inter-sectoral coordination among the Ministries of Education, Agriculture, Fisheries, Rural Development, Health, Works and Energy and also with the Ministries of Finance and Economic Planning, to ensure that education access and quality, at primary and higher levels, contribute effectively to developing rural and national economies.

· Improve the enabling environment for the establishment and management of effective partnerships among government, the private sector, NGOs, rural people and communities, and the international community participating in Education for Rural People.  

· Improve statistics and education management information systems (EMIS) on Education for Rural People.  

2.  For Ministries of Education, Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries
· Work together with each other and also with civil society and the business sectors to develop and deliver national and decentralized policies, initiatives and strategies for Education for Rural People with clear targets that respond to national and local development priorities (in addition to the MDGs and PRSPs), build effective community leadership and their participation in decentralization processes; the impact of ERP should be measured in terms of building community leadership, economic and social empowerment and better rural livelihoods.

· Work towards ensuring equitable access to quality Education for Rural People which is today a major challenge for achieving Education for All.  This challenge can be addressed through specific actions that increase access to education such as the expansion of the school network to remote regions and communities; the use of alternative delivery systems such as ICTs, rural radio and non-formal education; girls’ education; promoting school feeding programmes, and other affirmative actions to reach groups traditionally marginalized and underserved, such as nomadic, mountain and remote populations, working children, refugees and displaced people, and ethnic minorities.  

· Foster quality of Education for Rural People by providing better and more learning materials, addressing rural teachers’ training and incentives, ensuring rural communities’ ownership of school plans and enhancing curriculum relevance to the rural development challenges (e.g. HIV/AIDS and health issues, leadership roles, agriculture modernization, other livelihood options, market-driven approaches, employment and income generation).  In summary, education must enable rural people to address effectively their cultural, social and economic development aspirations. 

3. For civil society organizations and the business sector

· Strengthen and assist rural communities and people to participate effectively in the formulation, delivery and evaluation of ERP policies and programmes with the main objective of deriving maximum benefit from ERP for their communities.

· Work with and support the Ministries of Education, Agriculture and Rural Development to enhance access of rural communities to education, the quality and relevance of education programmes for rural people, and the design and delivery of educational policies for rural communities.   

4. For the cooperation agencies

· Consolidate the work undertaken in sub Saharan Africa within the framework of the  ERP flagship partnership, by FAO and UNESCO - including the International Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP) - and the UNESCO Regional Office for Education in Africa (BREDA) and ADEA and to expand it with other interested partners, as an important contribution to rural poverty reduction, MDGs, EFA and sustainable agriculture and rural development.

· Ensure that the results and recommendations of this Ministerial Seminar are presented by the most appropriate body to the forthcoming meeting of the Education For All High Level Group which will take place in China on 28 - 30 November 2005.

· Invite the EFA movement to include ERP as a permanent key topic at international and national levels, including the Fast Track Initiative. 

· Invite the African Union and NEPAD to address ERP as a regional policy priority in support of national initiatives.

· Encourage UNESCO and FAO to strengthen applied research on ERP monitoring and evaluation indicators to provide national partners and the international community with empirically sound ERP diagnosis and assessment, and to inform policy making.  

· Request FAO, UNESCO and ADEA to approach the international community in order to identify innovative paths to fund ERP in Africa. 

5.  For the donor community  

· Provide additional resources for targeting ERP within the framework of Education for All for poverty reduction, food security and rural development strategies.

· Work with and complement national programmes by increasing financing which is crucial to address Education for Rural People and also to directly support local community initiatives to participate effectively in ERP. 

�  Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Guinea, Kenya, Madagascar, Mozambique, Niger, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda
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