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I. INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background Information
Tanzania lies about 5˚ south of the Equator and bound by Kenya and Uganda in the North, Rwanda, Burundi and the democratic Republic of Congo in the West, Zambia, Malawi and Mozambique in the south and the Indian Ocean in the East.  She has some of the most attractive sites like the highest Mountain in Africa. Mount Kilimanjaro, the largest national park the Serengeti National Park, one of  the wonders of Africa the Ngorongoro Crater, the largest Lake in Africa Lake Victoria and the longest Lake in Africa Lake Tanganyika. About 85 percent of the people live in rural areas growing food crops and cash crops like coffee, cotton and tea.  There are also cattle herders who normally move from place to place.  Per capita income is 375 US dollars. The man exports included agricultural products and minerals like diamonds, gold and tanzanite.
1.2 Education and Training
Education and Training in Tanzania is the responsibility of several ministries.  Among these is the Ministry of Education and Vocational Training which is responsible for policy formulation for pre-primary, primary, secondary education teacher and vocational training.  The Ministry is also responsible for the management and administration of secondary education teacher and vocational training.  The pre-primary and primary schools are managed by the Ministry of Regional administration and Local Government.  Higher Education is the responsibility of the Ministry of Higher Education Science and Technology.  Other ministries are responsible for the training of their specific sectors.

1.3 Government Commitment
The Government of Tanzania is committed to the provision of quality education for all in the context of the global declaration of EFA. This commitment is made visible through the various policies and initiatives which have been designed in recent years.

The Education and Training Policy for example stipulated programmes, objectives and activities for equity in access to education.  The target groups include people in rural areas, geographically disadvantaged people girls and women, people with learning disabilities, and other groups nomadic and like pastoralist.

The curriculum in Tanzania centrally developed and as such there is one national curriculum implemented all over the country.  In order to make the curriculum relevant it has been integrated to include various skill oriented subject matter.
II. POLICIES TO PROMOTE EDUCATION FOR RURAL PEOPLE AS A TOP PRIORITY

2.1 Access and Equity 

For the last three decades, central government planning has guided the provision of public social services, including education.  This also meant that policies that guaranteed access to education without regard to sex, colour, ethnicity, creed or economic status were enforced fairly and effectively.  The current trend is for central planning to accommodate the liberalization and privatization of the provision of public services, including education.  This in turn may result in the denial of the right to basic education to some citizens.  Therefore, in order to control this possibility:
The Education and Training Policy of 1995 clearly stipulates strategy for access and equity in education provision.  Equity covers geographical, gender and disadvantages groups such as nomadic pastoralists and the handicapped development.

2.2 Education Sector Development Programme
This programme was developed to operationalize the Education and Training Policy. The main objective was to assist the government achieve the long term development goals.  The approach established new relationships in the provision of education and training, promoted partnerships, coordination and ownership among all groups interested in education.
2.3 Primary Education Development Plan (2002 – 2006).
The major objective of the plan was to provide quality basic education for all.  The main objectives of the plan were:
· To improve access.

· To provide equity in access

· To improve quality

· To increase financial base for basic education.

The achievements made as a result of implementation of the plan include:
· Increased enrolments rate from: 80.7 in 2002 to 96.1 in 2006
· Increased pass rate from 27.1% in 2002 to 70.5% in 2006
· Increase teacher pupil ratio
· Increase pupil textbook ratio
The plan has entered a second phase as a strategy to sustain the achievements made during phase I.
2.4 Complementary Basic Education in Tanzania (COBET)
The Primary Education Development Plan consists of programmes intended for the development of rural people such as the Complementary basic Education in Tanzania (COBET).  The main objectives of this programme are to provide quality education for those who either drop out of school or missed school due to various reasons. The majority of these are rural people.  The major achievement of this programme has been the increase in number of learners who have been mainstreamed from 11,023 in 2004 to 19,644 in 2006.  A medium term strategy has also been developed.
2.5 Integrated Community Based Adult Education (ICBAE)
This programme was specifically designed for the provision of education in rural areas.  The communities learn and at the same time participate in an income generating project.  The learning is based around the project and besides literacy the programme is intended to alleviate poverty among the participants.  The projects vary from place to place. For example in a predominantly agricultural area the programme would be based on the cultivation of a crop in a fishing area the project would be based on fishing.
III. EXAMPLES OF EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIPS
· The government has established a national level committee to advice on the development of basic education.  The committee, Basic Education Development Committee (BEDCO) consists of several stakeholders including NGOS, CBOs and Donors.
· At the District and School level there exist planning and development committees which have representatives from the Civil Society, CBOs, NGO’s and Parents.
· The Secondary Education Development Plan (2004 – 2009) – The government initiated a development plan for secondary education whose main objective is to provide quality secondary education for many citizens.  The implementation of the programme is a partnership of several stakeholders. During the establishment of these schools.  The committees with support from the local government construct buildings for schools up to a stage and then the central government completes the buildings and provides teachers and leaning and teaching materials. The construction process involves several ministries such as Health, Works, Water, Energy, Lands and Regional Administration and Local Government.  The Ministry of Lands for example allocates a place suitable for the school, the Ministry of works certifies the buildings Councils provide funds while the Ministry of hearth expert certify that the surroundings are safe for learners.
IV. Progress and impact in the area of ERP since 2005
4.1 Secondary Education
Major thrust in the provision of education has been in the area of secondary education. In 2005 the government issued a directive that every ward should have at least one secondary school. Communities responded to the call of the government and by June 2007 a total number of 1089 schools had been registered.  This achievement was made possible due to the fact that it was a collective venture among several actors including communities councils the Ministry of Education and Vocational Training other ministries and donor 
4.2 Complementary Basic Education in Tanzania (COBET)
This is one of the programmes designed to improve education for rural people.  The progress made include increase in the number of facilitators therefore raising the ratio of facilitators to learners from 1:23 to 1:20 and more teaching and learning materials have been procured and distributed.  This has improved the performance of learners in national examinations. The number of learners who were mainstreamed into the formal system increased from 4,023 in 2004 to 19,644 in 2006. 
4.3 Primary Education
Since 2004 teachers are employed by councils instead of being posted by the Ministry.  This was a deliberate move to ensure that the teachers apply to the local councils in rural areas.  This has increased the number of teachers in rural areas.  At the same time the government decided to send funds for purchasing textbooks and other teaching and learning materials directly to schools.  This strategy has enabled schools to have adequate text books.
The availability of teachers and adequate teaching and learning materials have contributed to improved performance in National Standard Seven Examination, from 00.7% in 2005 to 70.6% in 2006.
V. Continuing inequities affecting rural people’s access to education and training
The government’s efforts to provide education to the rural people are impinged by several factors. They include 
· Poor infrastructure –  The roads in rural areas are very poor, some are not passable during the rainy season.
· Poverty is another factor which impacts the provision of quality education.  Although the government has reduced school fees at secondary school level  in addition and removed unnecessary contributions at  primary School level. Some parents do not contribute towards the education of their children due to poverty.  The estimated per capita income is equivalent to 375 $ dollars  but some live below poverty lines.  Children from such families drop out of school even when they have passed their examinations.  A scholarship scheme for needy children has been established to alleviate this problem.
· Cultural beliefs, customs and traditions – Culture also impact on education for rural people especially girls.  Some parents in rural areas give their daughters in marriage at early age, as early as 13 years and deprive them of education.  Although the government has taken some tough measures against these practices they still exist.  At secondary school level the parents do it in the pretense of lack of fees and other school contributions.  This is because some parents regard their daughters as a source of income as they earn money in the form of dowry.  Rules and regulations regarding these are in place but traditions die hard.
· Shortage of Teachers – Due to poor infrastructure and other social services in rural areas, some teachers refuse to teach in rural areas and such the schools in rural areas face shortage of teachers.  Under such conditions, children in these areas are disadvantaged in terms of teachers.    

VI. Progress made (EMIS)
The Ministry has established a unit to manager EMIS.  The unit has been equipped with staff as well as equipment for efficient execution of their duties.  Education Offices at Regional and District level have also been equipped and the staff have been trained to enable them manage education statistics and information at these levels. 
VII. CONCLUSION
The provision of education in Tanzania is based on equity for all especially those in rural areas.  This is because the government believes that education is Key to development and is a right for everyone.  Initiatives have been made to include rural people who form the majority of the population.  It is hoped that further improvement will be made especially in the area of inter-ministerial and inter-sectoral cooperation and coordination.
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