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Education for rural people in Africa: the huge scale of the needs and challenges 
makes it imperative to join forces, identify synergies and establish international 
technical and financial coalitions 


Paris, December 3, 2007 - The Workshop on Education for Rural People in Africa held in Rome, November 28 and 29, 2007, at the headquarters of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization, concluded last week with the adoption of a communiqué summarizing the main conclusions and recommendations of the meeting. 

The communiqué notes that rural people make up 70% of Africa’s population and will continue to constitute the majority of the population until at least 2030. Rural areas have the highest proportions of poor, the majority of out-of-school children and the highest illiteracy rates in Africa, with the attendant problems of compromised food security and health, limited productivity, and hindered opportunities for improving livelihoods. 

The communiqué also issued a reminder of the strategic role of education and training in the fight against poverty, hunger and illiteracy as well as in coping with shocks and climate change, improving management of the environment and natural resources and promoting rural development. On this subject, Mr. Alexander Müller, FAO Assistant Director-General, Natural Resources Management and Environment Department, mentioned during the deliberations the impact of global warming on African countries’ natural resource base, much of which is located in rural areas, on crops and livestock, and hence on food security.

At the closing session, Mr. Anton Mangstl, Director of FAO’s Knowledge Exchange and Capacity Building Division, acknowledged the importance of the flagship program on education for rural people (ERP). He called for the development of further synergies between the ERP program and other initiatives, whether conducted by the FAO or by other bodies, in order to make action in this regard more effective. 

Mr. Mamadou Ndoye, Executive Secretary of the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA), spoke of the vast scale of the challenges facing rural people, which education and training programs must help them to overcome. In this respect, he mentioned the deep-seated changes that are shaking rural Africa: the inter-generational gap, the new agriculture, technological change, globalization, new modes of governance, social and economic change, and climate change. 

The scale of the challenges and the sheer mass of the needs to be met call for a “massive, diversified and integrated approach to education and training that uses, or combines, various delivery methods in order to seize all opportunities for learning”, said Mr. Ndoye. “Whether it is formal or non-formal education, face-to-face instruction or distance learning, education and training must contribute to skills development and to the transformation of the non-formal economies that predominate today.” 

Mr. Ndoye then stated, “The complexity of the rural world and the fight against poverty and hunger cannot be addressed through parallel, isolated actions. We must join forces, identify synergies between disciplines, develop cross-sectoral programs and establish international technical and financial coalitions.”

To ensure that the work undertaken for rural education and training is continued, the workshop proposed the establishment of, first, a network for sharing experience and knowledge among the countries for which ERP is a national priority; second, a framework of international and regional partners committed to supporting these countries. Mr. Ndoye indicated that ADEA would be willing to provide support for the establishment of this network and framework, which are in keeping with ADEA’s mission and program. 

Mr. Jean Bosco of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs confirmed the commitment of France to support actions in favor of education and training for rural people in Africa.
Recommendations made by the workshop


The communiqué made a series of recommendations directed to four main stakeholders: African governments; relevant ministries; donors and international development cooperation bodies; institutions of higher education and international networks and centers for agricultural research. 

Governments were recommended, among other things, to coordinate their national strategies and policies concerning agriculture, rural development, poverty reduction and education and training, and to increase public resources for education in rural areas.

Ministries were recommended to ensure that they design programs that develop problem-solving abilities and entrepreneurial and productive capacity, while at the same time reflecting local social and cultural values. It was also recommended that they expand technical education and vocational training in rural areas; promote multigrade teaching in small, isolated schools; support decentralization processes by preparing local stakeholders for decision-making and administrative and financial management; and collect relevant statistics and establish education management information systems (EMIS) in order to improve monitoring and management of education in rural areas. 

International organizations, particularly the FAO, ADEA and UNESCO, were requested to ensure broad dissemination of the results and recommendations of the workshop and to increase their support for education and training of rural people, particularly in the areas of capacity building, knowledge sharing and technical assistance. 

Lastly, the communiqué recommended that higher education institutions and agricultural research centers bring their scientific and technical expertise to bear on strategic areas such as biofuels and the impact of globalization and climate change on the lives of rural people. It also asked them to take the lead in the systematic, objective analysis of successful experiences with education and training of rural people. 

The Workshop on Education for Rural People in Africa was held November 28 and 29 2007, in Rome, at the FAO headquarters. Ten African countries participated in the meeting: Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Mozambique, Niger, Uganda, Senegal, South Africa and Tanzania. 


The FAO-UNESCO flagship program on education for rural people, which is led by the FAO and which ADEA has joined, works to promote quality education and training in rural areas. It brings together key stakeholders in the agriculture, rural development and education and training sectors. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

FAO (www.fao.org) is the United Nations lead agency for the global initiative on education for rural people (ERP).

ADEA (www.ADEAnet.org) is a key stakeholder in the processes of dialogue, sharing and learning for the qualitative transformation of education in support of Africa's development. It seeks to promote effective education policies that are designed and developed by Africans. 

For further information, please contact:

Thanh-Hoa Desruelles

Communication and Publications Officer, ADEA
Tel.: +33/ 145 03 77 69; Mobile: +33/ 684 49 73 95; Email: th.desruelles@iiep.unesco.org
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