Regional Capacity Building Seminar

on  Education of Rural People in Africa

FAO – UNESCO/IIEP – ADEA

With the support of the Italian Development Cooperation (DGCS) 

Addis Ababa, 7- 9 September 2005
INFORMATION NOTE

1. Context

The majority of the world's population live in rural areas. Compared to other regions, sub-Saharan Africa has a greater proportion of its population living in rural areas and of these people a greater share  are poor. As a region, Sub-Saharan Africa has a high incidence of under-nourishment and illiteracy, especially in rural areas. Girls in rural areas are particularly disadvantaged. Hunger, malnutrition and food insecurity erode cognitive abilities and the lack of education reduces productive capacity and contributes to  poverty. 

The achievement of the goals set for 2015 by the Millennium Declaration – and especially,  poverty reduction, food security, universal primary education and gender equity– will require special efforts in rural areas. This is of particular significance in Africa where it is crucial to develop policies and programmes designed specifically to target “the poor” and the “disadvantaged” and thus principally rural people. In Sub-Saharan Africa the number of poor people rose steeply during the 1990s and seems likely to continue to do so. Growth in the agricultural sector and improvements in education have a crucial role to play in creating opportunities and equipping rural people with appropriate knowledge and skills for strengthening their livelihoods, incomes and productivity given their cultural, economic and natural environments.  For example, new technologies and management are needed to increase productivity in areas with severe shortages of land or water, or with particular problems of soil or climate. These are most frequently areas with a high concentration of poor people where such technology could play a key role in improving food security. Literate people are more inclined to adopt new technologies and to protect their environment. 

Recognising that  in the majority of the developing world rural life is often involves poverty, illiteracy and food insecurity, FAO and UNESCO launched in September 2002, during the World Summit on Sustainable Development  an EFA Flagship Partnership Programme entitled Education for Rural People (ERP http://www.fao.org/sd/erp/ )    (). FAO is assuming responsibility on behalf of the UN to guide this flagship partnership programme so as to develop international, national and local policies and   programmes.

This flagship initiative seeks to highlight the critical importance of ERP for the achievement of the  Education For All (EFA) and the aims of the World Food Summit (Rome, 1996) and  the World Summit on Sustainable Development. Article 3 of the EFA Declaration stresses the need to eliminate disparities in access to education by focusing on underserved groups, in particular the poor, working children and rural and remote populations. Article 5 of the same Declaration evokes the need to broaden the means and scope of basic education by also focusing on basic skills training for youth and adults, including farming methods. There were several commitments made in the World Food Summit Action Plan that concern education. Commitment one focuses on the need to ensure an environment conducive to poverty eradication, lasting peace and food security for all. It also engages governments (objective 1.4) in collaboration with civil society to support investment in human resources such as education, literacy, and other skills training, which are essential to sustainable development. Commitment two (objective 2.1) concerns the development of human skills and capacities through basic education and pre- and on-the-job training. It also stresses the need to promote access for all, especially the poor and members of vulnerable and disadvantaged groups, to basic education by emphasizing access and support for complete primary education with particular attention to children in rural areas and to girls. Commitment three is to the pursuit of participatory and sustainable policies and methods to promote food, agriculture, fisheries, forestry and rural development. It also emphasizes the need to develop educational infrastructure in rural areas as well as programmes for training, education and developing skills and to give priority to educational investment focused on people. It is up to the international community to ensure that these commitments are kept as part of the follow-up to the Jomtien and Rome action plans.

To implement the goals of the World Conference on Education For All and the World Food Summit, new partnerships and multi-sector and interdisciplinary alliances need to be forged between those working in agricultural and rural development and those working in education. There is a direct link between educational level and income, productivity, maternal health, infant mortality and social cohesion. 

International Initiatives 
· Building capacity, providing information and establishing partnerships for ERP by taking part in strategic global, regional and international events and encouraging the same attitude at the national level. Between 2002 and 2004, four regional events that brought decision-makers from the ministries of education and agriculture together with funding agencies were organized jointly by the FAO, the IIPE and the regional offices of UNESCO in Latin America and Asia. Reports on these events were published. Priority was systematically given to strengthening partnerships with civil society, and joint activities were developed.

· Support for the exchange of best practices and knowledge about ERP. The FAO Extension, Education and Communication Service (SDRE) and the UNESCO International Institute for Educational Planning (IIPE) jointly launched a new series of studies intended to gather basic data for a global partnership on ERP. In 2003, the two institutions published a joint study, Education for Rural Development: Towards New Policy Responses, which aimed at helping ministries of education, agriculture and rural development handle the transition. Some fifteen studies are underway, including two on ERP in Africa.

· An Internet site devoted to the ERP partnership was opened at the following address: http://www.fao.org/sd/erp/
National Initiatives 

The strategy is to provide technical assistance to countries that wish to meet rural people’s need for basic education by developing specific action plans as part of the national action plans for Education for All. A project like this was undertaken in Kosovo in 2003-2004 to help the authorities (ministries of education and agriculture) to prepare a national plan on the educational needs of the rural population. In 2003, nine national case studies on ERP were initiated – three in the Balkans and six in Latin America. An ERP project was executed in Mozambique in 2003.

It was in the course of these programmes that the FAO proposed to the ADEA Steering Committee to work together to hold a regional workshop on ERP in Africa in 2005. The workshop would draw on the accomplishments of the preceding meetings in Latin America and Asia, held in 2002, 2003 and 2004. This would also help to forge new alliances among decision-makers of education, agriculture and rural development so as to better meet the basic educational needs of the rural population. The Italian Development Cooperation agreed to fund the Initiative. 

2. Goals and objectives 




The seminar is part of the general effort to raise the education of rural people to the rank of a top priority in national policies and strategies in aid Africa and provide education and training for rural people (ERP) by strengthening policies, capacities and investment in ERP and poverty reduction.  More specifically, it aims to:

· raise the education of rural people to the rank of a top priority in national policies and strategies in Africa;

· review  policies, strategies and priorities for education and skills training that reduce poverty and impact on food security, and sustainable agriculture and rural development (based on national Education for All and Rural Development  programmes);

· take stock of the current situation of rural development and education of rural people in Africa both in terms of schooling and literacy as well as training and skills development;

· foster and strengthen broader alliances and partnerships in ERP at national and regional levels, including for mobilizing resources to address national and regional agenda for education for rural people;

· Issue a joint statement on priority policy areas of collaboration among Ministries of Education and Agriculture to foster Education for Rural People as a key aspect of the commitment to the MDGs and particularly for reducing poverty and hunger and ensuring education for all.

3. Participants 
The following nine (9) countries will be participating: Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Guinea, Madagascar, Mozambique, Niger, Senegal, South Africa and Uganda. From each country, the Ministers of Education and Agriculture plus one Senior Official from each Ministry will be invited.

Other invitees will be (a) the main strategic partners in Education for Rural People from the Africa Region or operating in the Region, including NEPAD; (b) Civil Society Organizations (c) Donors and (d) the Media 

4.
Agenda 

Countries will discuss ways of undertaking better analyses of the education contexts and needs of rural people, the development of better policies, innovative strategies, and effective implementation, monitoring and assessment mechanisms within the framework of achieving the WFS, the WSSD, the MDGs and the EFA goals. Opportunities will be provided to share innovative strategies for increasing access to hard- to- reach rural groups such as working children, remote populations in isolated areas, nomadic populations, refugees and internally displaced people, rural disabled people and other rural marginalized groups, e.g. people living with HIV/AIDS . Attention will focus on ways of increasing access through school feeding programmes, non-formal approaches to education, the use of alternative delivery systems including distance learning, expansion of early childhood programmes and measures such as the training and employment of more female teachers and scholarship programmes to increase enrolment of girls. Discussions will also involve sharing effective strategies and good  practices on improving the quality of education through better incentives for rural teachers, increasing the relevance of curriculum to the needs of rural people, using appropriate teaching learning materials, encouraging greater involvement of the community in education and better use of appropriate information technologies, and identifying effective strategies for mobilizing resources to address education priorities. A set of background papers will be available. 

5. Working modalities

The workshop will include:

· Presentations and discussions in plenary;

· Focused group discussions to provide a platform for participants to brainstorm and share experiences and suggest recommendations on specific themes or issues;

· Exhibitions and display of publications. 

Guidelines will be sent to participants to help them prepare their national reports.

These reports should be prepared jointly by Ministries of Education and Ministries of Agriculture and include:

· A review of agriculture and rural development plans and strategies, including an analysis of the extent to which basic education for rural people is addressing them;

· Review national EFA action plans, including an analysis of the extent to which the rural situation has been diagnosed and rural concerns reflected in the plan;

· In their report, Ministries of Agriculture and Rural Development and Ministries of Education will be requested to make reference to innovative strategies designed to address issues of access to, and the quality of basic education and training for rural people.

6.
Press coverage


Participants are kindly  invited to draw the attention of the media of their country on the importance of the event and encourage them to cover it , to disseminate its outputs and  promote its impact  on the achievement of the Millennium Goals and specifically the goals of reducing poverty and hunger, and  achieving universal primary education . 

7.
Date and place 
The conference is scheduled among 7 to 9 September 2005. The  venue will be Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

8.
Proposed agenda


See next page.

Wednesday 7 September 2005

09:00 - 10:00

Opening ceremony

10:00 - 10:30

Coffee break

10:30 - 13:00

Plenary session on the current situation




Overall introduction: (FAO/ADEA)

· The situation of rural people in Africa: the fight against poverty, hunger and HIV (FAO)

· Stocktaking on the Education for rural People (ERP) in Africa: mapping rural disadvantage (ADEA) 
· ERP: Experiences and lessons from case studies 

13:00 - 14:30

Lunch break

14:30 - 16:00
Plenary session on 

-
the exchange of country experiences on ERP in EFA programmes and in PRSPs and Rural Development Strategies: 

Presentation of country reports: 

Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Guinea, Madagascar, Mozambique 

16:00 - 16:30

Coffee break

16:30 - 18:00
Plenary session on 

-
the exchange of country experiences on ERP in EFA programmes and in PRSPs and Rural Development Strategies (cont’d):
Presentation of country reports: 
Niger, Senegal, South Africa and Uganda
Thursday 8 September 2005

09:00 - 11:00 
Parallel theme-based working groups: 

Education for sustainable rural development 

· Working group 1: Focus on schooling : access, quality and relevance of education for rural children

· Working group 2: Strengthening rural communities through non formal education

· Working group 3 : Vocational skills for agriculture and rural development

11:00 - 11:30

Coffee break

11:30 - 13:00

Parallel theme-based workshops (continuation)

13:00 - 14:30 

Lunch break

14:30 - 16:00

Parallel theme-based workshops (continuation)

16:00 - 16:30

Coffee break

16:30 – 18:00

Parallel theme-based workshops (continuation and end)

Friday 9 September 2005

09:00 – 11:00

Round table on the conclusions of the workshops

11:00 - 11:30

Coffee break

11:30 – 13:00
Country-based working groups on the lessons learned, strengthening the national programmes, and strategies to mobilize resources. 

13:00 – 14:30

Lunch Break

14:30 – 16:00

Round table on the results of the country-based groups

16:00 - 16:30
Adoptions of a joint statement on common priorities actions for Ministries of Education and Agriculture in addressing ERP as a key for MDGs

16:30 - 17:00

Closing

17.15 - 15.45 
Press conference with the Ministers of Education, Agriculture and Rural D0evelopment. 
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