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Press release

ADEA, FAO and IIEP (UNESCO) to organize a ministerial conference 
in Addis Ababa on education for rural people
Paris, September 1, 2005: The Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA), the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and UNESCO’s International Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP) will hold a ministerial conference on education for rural people in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, September 7-9, 2005. The meeting is being organized in partnership with Ethiopia’s ministry of education and with the support of the Italian development cooperation agency (DGCS) and the Norwegian Trust Fund for Education in Africa, administered by the World Bank. 

The meeting will be officially opened by the Minister of Education of Ethiopia, Hon. Mrs. Gennet Zewide, in the morning of September 7, at the Hilton Hotel in Addis Ababa. 

Ministers of education, agriculture and rural development from eleven African countries (Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Guinea, Kenya, Madagascar, Mozambique, Niger, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania and Uganda) are expected. The Addis Ababa meeting will also be attended by representatives of NEPAD, the African Union and other African organizations, including civil society organizations, as well as a variety of bilateral and multilateral development bodies such as the ILO, Oxfam, UNESCO, UNICEF, the Swiss cooperation agency (DDC), the Dutch cooperation, the German Adult Education Association and the World Bank. 

In Africa, rural dwellers account for 70% of the population – more than 500 million people. There are great disparities between urban and rural areas, and rural life is often synonymous with poverty, illiteracy, low school enrollments and food insecurity. Young girls are particularly disadvantaged in the rural environment. Hunger and malnutrition affect learning abilities, while low educational levels reduce productive capacity and thus contribute to poverty. 

Advances in education and their impact on economic development have a crucial role to play in improving the living conditions, incomes and productivity of rural dwellers. 

Recognizing this, the FAO and UNESCO have joined forces to create a flagship program in favor of education for rural people, which all national governments, member agencies of the United Nations and civil society organizations are invited to join. As part of this program, four regional meetings bringing together decision-makers from ministries of education and agriculture, as well as a donors’ workshop, were organized from 2002 to 2004 in Latin America and Asia. In addition, a series of studies on education in rural environments has been initiated, and technical assistance is provided to countries interested in developing specifically rural action plans within the framework of their national Education for All plans. 
The Ministerial Conference on Education for Rural People in Africa: Policy Lessons, Options and Priorities follows on from these initiatives. It will draw on the work accomplished in the previous meetings organized in Latin America and Asia in 2002, 2003 and 2004. 

The main purpose of the meeting is to draw the attention of policy-makers and development agencies to the fact that priority should be given to quality education in rural areas. This is essential from the standpoint of education for all and poverty reduction. Another specific goal of the meeting is to promote dialogue between the countries involved and to reinforce national and regional partnerships for rural education.

The participants will report on the current situation of education for rural people, as regards enrollment and literacy rates as well as training and skills development. They will review policies for education and skills formation set forth in national EFA plans and poverty reduction strategies. They will discuss appropriate means of improving analysis of the educational contexts and needs of rural dwellers. There will be opportunities to discuss the most appropriate policies and effective strategies for increasing access to education for groups that are difficult to reach: working children, isolated populations, nomadic peoples, refugees and displaced persons, the poor and other vulnerable groups such as people living with HIV/AIDS. 

Emphasis will be given to means of broadening access to distance education, non-formal education and work/study education programs and further developing programs for early childhood. 

Many other topics will be addressed in Addis Ababa, including the following: access to education and the quality and relevance of education; non-formal education for farming communities; training to build capacity in agriculture and rural development; the working conditions of teachers, in connection with improving the quality of education; steps to be taken to train and recruit more female teachers and establish more programs designed for young girls; adapting programs to meet the needs of the population more effectively; use of appropriate learning materials; community involvement in education; use of appropriate information technology; resource mobilization strategies.

It is expected that, at the end of the conference, the participants will issue a declaration on priority policy actions for education and agriculture ministries. The declaration will present rural education as a sine qua non condition for the achievement of the Education for All goals and the Millennium Development Goals.

The conference is to adjourn in the afternoon of September 9, under the chairmanship of the Minister of Agriculture of Ethiopia. 

About ADEA

Since its founding in 1988, ADEA has become a partnership between African ministers of education and cooperation and development agencies. One of the principles underlying ADEA’s philosophy is to consider that the responsibility for educational development falls to African governments. For this reason, it strives to encourage a process that fully empowers African ministers of education. ADEA’s activities focus on policy dialogue between governments and funding bodies, among African governments themselves and among development organizations. They are also aimed at building institutional capacity in Africa by developing technical skills, establishing networks for information exchange and encouraging the sharing of successful strategies and experiences.
Paris, September 1, 2005
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For further information, please visit the ADEA Web site: www.ADEAnet.org or contact:

Thanh-Hoa Desruelles, Publications and Communication Officer, ADEA

In Paris:  +33(0)14503 7769;  th.desruelles@iiep.unesco.org
In Addis Ababa: Hilton Hotel, Tel: +251/ 1-518400 

Alfred Opubor, Coordinator, ADEA Working Group on Communication for Education and Development (WG COMED)

In Cotonou: +229/ 31 34 54; comed@wanad.org

In Addis Ababa: Hilton Hotel, Tel: +251/ 1-518400 

Pierre Antonios, Media Relations Officer, FAO

In Rome: +39/ 06. 57053473; Pierre.Antonios@fao.org
In Addis Ababa: Hilton Hotel, Tel: +251/ 1-518400 
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