EARLY BEGINNINGS

I

The tender roots sprouting visibly seen

Regular tendering and watering ensures steady growth

Human young likewise requires early watering and love

But nurturing for early beginnings start today and now 

Why wait for tomorrow?  The big question!

A stitch in time saves million and miseries.

II

Children from Asmara to the Zambezi and beyond cry action now


Why wait start caring?  Ask they!


From conception nurturing and caring must begin


Children’s needs need urgent attention that can’t wait


Victims of conflicts, wars famine,  HIV/AIDS galore!


It’s urgent to address the neglect and sufferings!

III

A holistic approach in response to the child 

The child’s needs too long compartmentalized

Policies at the top remains, only slowly trickling down 

The children asks’ why so slow and uncoordinated?

“How long must we keep waiting for godot”?

Enough say they of conferencing, planning, networking without us.

IV


IECD a new buzzword replacing ECCD, ECE! 


A change desired but not without a new culture


A culture of partnerships and greater collaboration


“Where are the child, the parents, the communities”?


Questions the child needs reflected in new strategies


The child must at the centre be to benefit most.

VI


Benefits from nutrition, health and hygiene 


Benefits from the environment, security and education


Guarantees with the new wave of change


The change to start early, presently


The present is for children


Tomorrow is to start leading with a difference.

VII

Africa’s woes and malaise a result of neglected and 

abandoned children

Partnering at all levels not least the community

The only means for children to leap frog

Meanwhile the adult in the child looks on 

Aware now than ever before the child is central

VIII

Resources mobilized and judiciously spent

Nurturing and caring for children today

Keep the smiles on sweet innocence

As children smile, parents find peace

While poverty is eradicated on the African continent

Early beginnings a world of difference to all!

