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FOREWORD

Thiscdlectiond papersattenpistoref|ect the process and present the outcone of athree-day
synposi umon t he Dynanics of Non-fornal Educati on (NFB) hel d i n Johannesbur g i n Decentoer
190,

Thi s Synposi umwas cal | ed by t he Vér ki ng G oup on Non- For nal Educat i on (VG NFE) of

the Associ ationfor the Devel opnent of Educationin Arica (ACEY to create anopenforum
for arange of key actors activelyinva vedinnonfornal education (NB). Ang or task the
AEAVENEassignedtoitsel f vas creatinganinstitutional franework for anintegrated,

haisticlearningsystemrehabilitating, recognisingor sinply va uingthelearn ngacqui red
t hr ough what ever neans or nodes. The failureto achievethe Educationfor Al (BFA goa s
forcesustohaveahardlook a al learningactivities, especialy those outsi de t he schod

conpound or i nfl uence.

The proposed Synposi umvas an effort to | aunch a syst enat i ¢ debat e and revi ewt hor oughl y
pdicies, researchandactionthat not only advocatebut d sodenanstrate anintegrati ve approech
truly activatingtheinterface betweendifferent educati ondelivery systens and | earni ng
noddl ities. Asstrongy enphasi sedby the participats, thisisna toarrivea aconpromse of
uni formty, but rather arecognition—inpdicyandpractice—of awded versity of | earning
situatioms, reflectingnat onlydternativenades of participationbut d soageaer variety of
patentia nnxtures of such nodes.

Thelearningactivities|abelled NEare il ti-vari ed and nul ti purpose. They aretail or-nade
responses to di vergi ng and di versi fyi ng needs and denands. The antoi ti ous goal set forth by
NE sonewl| sayitspretentious agenda, isat theheart of the underlining controversies
persistingonthethene The usefu ness of these programnes, their red or supposed contributi on
tothe overal | systemperfornance are bones of contenti on bet ween t hose pronot i ng t hese
activitiesasinnovativeresponses tol earni ng denands and thei r opponent's. The i ssues rai sed
arerelatedtosuppl y and denand. They focused on pal i cy di nensions andtheir i nstitutiona
characteristics. They addressed concernsfar qualityandddigationfor justiceadequ ity. A
specid atetionves g ventotheir rdaiontothefonal systemandtotheoverdl cdl for besic
edcaionfa dl.

Anerit of this Synposi umvas to get avay fromthe sel f-congrat ul at ory nonol ogue of the NFE
nlitants or apost|es and convey rather aninteractive cofrontati onof practice andi deas on
t he subj ect anong di verse groups and partners. It attracted representati ves of groupswth
caoflictingvievs adexpectaias onthenatter suchas pd i cy-nakers, researchers, practitioners/
ativistsasve | asreresentaivesfrontheprivaesecta, Nd3adGvil S ety Qgani sati os
(C3). Thisinterest fromsuch abroad spect rumof stakehol ders couldbeinterpretedas a
dear denarstraiond thepatetid intrinsicd lyinherent totheseprogames. It caddeertany
beatribuedtother nind stinctioninaddressingd versity. Lookinga theranged activities
intheir contextsandtheir inter-comectionwthinNEitself but alsoinrelationtoforna
educat i onvas awvort hvhi | e chal | enge.

The keeninterest shown by nany parti cipantsinthi s Smposi umvas partly duetoitsrefusa to
oppose NFEtothefornal system tolook at it as aconpl enentary or a ternativelearning
conmponent of adomnant, nore correct or sinply better fornal | earning standard. As Wm
Hoppersfarcefu lyput it, inthistined vorldwdedebeteonlifd onglearning (LLL), attertion
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needs t o focus onthe i ncreasi ng redundancy of the very i deaof conpartnentalisation. Ina
context of greater recognitionof nultipleandd versel earni ng needs, nul tipl e arrangenent s
andtechnd ogi es for “creati ngl earni ng experi ences” and for a systemw de accreditati on of
| earni ng out cones, the boundari es betweenfornal and non-fornal educati on, facetoface and
d stance educati on, in-schod and out-of -schod education, arerap dy becomng obsd ete. The
overd| debatethus centredaroundthe key processes, actars/imstituionsinvd vedinthecreating
o ufddngd |earn ngsadi et es.

Al together 13 papers were comnssi oned and grouped under the fol | ow ng three cat egori es.
The contri buti ons by Roger Avenstrup, WmHbppers, Jeanne Ml t on and Roy Wi | i ans are
chiefly concernedwthovera | policy and pl anni ng/ nanagenent i ssues of NFEinrelationto
fornal educati onand besi c educati ononone hand, andtheoverdl chd lenged lifd anglearni ng
onthe other hand. Asecond set of papers prepared by Minadou Ali ou Sow Fancoi s N ada,
Ehsanur Rahnan and Muhanmed | br ahi mdwel | on concr et e exanpl es of NFE pr ogr anmes,
w t h enphasi s on cont ext - speci fi ¢ | ear ni ng needs and denands enanat i ng nai nl y f romyoung
peopl e and out - of - school youth. Thel ast category of presentati ons by Githerine Q Hyppers,
J.D Thonpson, A.WBAand Kazi Rafiqul Al amare chi efl y concerned w t h conceptual and
practi cal issues of basicliteracy and NFEprogranmes and devel opnent for adul ts.

The key questionraisedby a | presentersremainhowtobringtothe centre, thelarge and
dverseeducati onschenes a thenarg nd thesoci eties cateringfor the needs of vari ous grous
adstrivingfa recagition \eylittled theimsigtsganedthroughtheselearninginitiaives
havefoudther vayintothenai nstreaminspted thelintati onsd scl ased by fornal educati on
aditsinablitytoreachB-Agod s. Wi | e sone of the papers and ysethea ternati ve educati on
provisionfor vari ous groups, they al share acomman agendafor anintegratedactionleadingto
ahdisticlearnngsystemindwsived d | learningnadd ities.

The ACEAVGE NFEW shes tothank al | the authors for their val uabl e contributiontothis
debate. Inparticular, the Verking Goupis grateful toWmkbppers (Dutch BEnbassy) and
Jeanne Mul ton (LBAD for executingthedifficult task of acadennc editingsoefficiently.
Thisisadenonstrationof thekey contributionthat partner agenci es cannaketothe Virki ng
Goup, besi des provi d ng fund ng support.

Dr Adana Quane

UNES@Institute for Educati on (Hanfbur g)
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