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Harnessing the Capacity of ICT to ensure Inclusion, Quality and Impact
in Education and Training in Africa
1. Background and Context
Education and training remain the bedrock for human empowerment, inclusive prosperity and
progressive development. However, this education has to be accessed by all, under all
circumstances, including refugees and displaced persons; it must be of highest possible
quality, included well equipped and motivated teachers; and must be aligned to continental
aspirations and expectations as articulated in Agenda 2063.
African education systems have continued to expand with the burgeoning population, and
strengthened local investment, considering that education is a human right. This expansion
is challenged by the cost of maintaining quality, and the cost of ensuring that every learner is
accommodated, in spite of various abilities and learning needs. Expansion of STEM
education in particular has become a major pre-occupation, given the fact that the needs of
the labour market and the demands for innovation require that all learners and teachers
acquire significant knowledge and competences in STEM, or be completely left out of the
changing employment market.
There is need to innovate education development, provision and delivery, taking advantage
of the digital revolution. As the Continental Education Strategy for Africa (CESA) states, ICT
is a major tool for ensuring universal access, quality of provision and delivery, and
empowerment of school graduates for meaningful personal lives, and contribution to social
economic development. ICT opens up possibilities for innovation, entrepreneurship and
employability; flexibility in pedagogies; beating the limitation of time and space for varied
learner needs; and simply enhancing confidence and dignity of graduates at all levels.
Against this background, the African Union Commission will hold the Second Edition of the
Innovating Education in Africa Expo in Gaborone – Botswana, from 20th–22nd August,
2019.

2. Purpose of the Event
In light of this context, and building on the success of the Innovating Education in Africa Expo
2018 held in Senegal, the African Union Commission is working with several partner agencies
across Africa to organize an occasion to showcase ICT-based technical and social
innovations in every area of education and training.
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The event is aimed at raising the visibility of these innovative practices in order that they can
be supported, up-scaled, replicated or further developed. It will also be an opportunity to
celebrate African innovators, and expose them to networks of potential markets, advisors and
sponsors of their work.
The event will include exhibitions, demonstrations of selected innovations, as well as
presentation of technical papers on the subject of ICT in Education, by academics,
practitioners and policy makers.
The focus will be on the following:
i.
ii.

Advocacy for education innovation and strengthened continental collaboration.
Engaging in important debates and discussions on the full range of pressing education
challenges and opportunities related to ICT in education, with diverse practitioners,
policy makers, business sector and financiers committed to supporting and promoting
innovation in education.

3. Specific Objectives
i.
ii.

iii.
iv.
v.

Identify, profile and showcase ICT based innovative education solutions from across
the continent for possible support including further development and replication
Provide a platform for education practitioners, policy makers, business sector and
partners to exchange experiences, policies and challenges in enhancing education
and learning outcomes through ICT based education innovation in Africa
Encourage and enhance research and innovation in education
Encourage the involvement of the business sector in education and skills development
Build capacity of Member States officials in strengthening the role of ICT in education.

4. Venue and Format of the Event:
The Innovating Education in Africa Expo 2019 shall be hosted by the Government of
Botswana, Ministry of Basic Education in Gaborone, Botswana in September 2019.
Innovations in the application of ICT In Education that have demonstrated impact in an African
context, with potential for wide dissemination will be identified through Call for Submissions
to be exhibited at the event.
i.

Exhibition

The event shall have a diverse range of interactive, creative sessions offering participants
numerous opportunities to share their work and achievements, and to network and
collaborate.
Exhibitions will include documentation, software, hardware, video and audio clips and
demonstrations.
ii.

Workshops and Conference

There will be a number of plenary sessions as well as several breakout sessions that will
feature presentations and discussions by prominent academics, policy makers, business
actors and emerging education innovators, as well as representatives from development
partner organizations.
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Innovative approaches at all levels of education, in employment oriented and
entrepreneurship education and skills development, with strong involvement of the African
business sector will be showcased under the umbrella of ‘Africa Talk Jobs’ (ATJ) as a followup to the major ATJ conference that took place in 2018. A panel discussion will highlight the
policy recommendations derived from the conference and discuss the way forward in bringing
African youth into jobs through innovative education.
Papers accepted for presentation will be original work not previously published. Young
African women and men researchers and innovators are especially encouraged to submit
papers and share their work, with a view to expanding their networks.

5. Expected Outputs
The expected outputs of the Expo will include:
i.
ii.
iii.
iv.

Expo Report: a summary of key findings and messages of key policy and
developmental relevance distilled from conference papers, innovations and keynote
speeches
Conference Proceedings: papers accepted for the conference will be published in the
proceedings book and on African Union Website.
Education Innovators handbook: collection of the innovations that will be exhibited
during the event, providing information on the innovators and their contacts
Expanded membership of the Africa Education Innovators Network

6. Information on Participation
Participation in this important event is open to stakeholders in the following categories among
others.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Government Ministers responsible for education, training, science and technology
Senior government officials in education, workforce development and innovation
spheres
National and International agencies working in education related fields
Practitioners
Private Sector
Civil Society
Policy makers
Inventors and social innovators
Producers of school equipment

The organization of the event and the diversity of participants is expected to broaden the
education debate, while focusing on critical opportunities and challenges around enhancing
the competitiveness, productivity and efficiency of education through innovation, with a focus
on the place of ICT and digitization.
To participate in the event, please complete the online request form at www.iea.eduau.org
Deadline for registration is 31 July 2019
Organisations interested in supporting Education development in Africa are invited to
participate as sponsors. Please download the sponsorship packages at this link.
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