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Press release

President Bongo of Gabon and President Pires of Cape Verde 

open the Biennial Meeting on Education in Africa at Libreville
Libreville, March 27, 2006 – The Biennial Meeting on Education in Africa opened today at the International Conference Center in Libreville. The opening session was marked by the addresses of the president of the Republic of Gabon, Omar Bongo Ondimba, and the president of the Republic of Cape Verde, Pedro Pires, who was the guest of honor. Speeches were also given by a number of prominent figures: the chair of the ADEA, Ahlin Byll Cataria; the alternate chair, Rosalie Kama-Niamayoua; the chair of the Forum for African Women Educationalists (FAWE), Simone de Comarmond; the vice-president of the African Development Bank (ADB), Zeinab El Bakri; and the commissioner for human resources of the African Union, Professor Nagia Essayed. 

In his address, President Omar Bongo Ondimba emphasized that there is "no wealth other than people" and that Africa should "count first and foremost on its ability to educate and mobilize its women and men". "It is they who will be called on to work for the construction and the greatness of African nations, in order to ensure that tomorrow will be better than today", he declared. He also cited the many challenges facing Africa – poverty and insecurity, famine, malaria and HIV/AIDS, conflict and civil war – and the vital role of education, which remains "the most effective weapon against hunger and disease, poverty and exploitation of children, discrimination and injustice, ignorance and intolerance". 

President Pedro Pires reminded the audience that the countries which have recorded major successes in their development processes had all given priority to education and innovation. However, he added, "good public policies and funding are not sufficient – it is also necessary to ensure that education systems are efficient and that the education provided is of good quality". He spoke of the experience of Cape Verde, which immediately after independence made basic education the country's number one priority. Today, all children receive six years of basic education, and the adult illiteracy rate has been reduced from 80% in 1975 to 23% in 2004. 

The chair of the ADEA stated that the Association defines itself as a "forum for policy dialogue on education in Africa, a partnership between education ministries and development bodies, and a catalyst for educational reform", and that the Biennial Meetings are the high points in this policy dialogue. He added that the ADEA, immediately after the conclusion of the Dakar Forum, had stressed the need to avoid directing efforts exclusively to broadening access. "The fact that there are more boys and girls, young people and adults in schools and literacy centers does not mean that educational quality is secured automatically", he pointed out. "It is also necessary that education programs take into account local social, economic and cultural realities, balanced relations between boys and girls, and between men and women, as well as the specific characteristics of certain minority or marginalized groups". He then expressed the hope that the ADEA will be able to conduct its research and analytical work in synergy with other current initiatives, such as the second Decade of Education in Africa launched by the African Union and the United Nations' Decade of Education for Sustainable Development. 

Rosalie Kama-Niamayoua, Minister of Primary and Secondary Education with responsibility for Literacy of the Republic of Congo and interim chair of the Caucus of Ministers of Education of Sub-Saharan Africa, expressed her pleasure at seeing the ADEA Biennial Meeting held for the first time in Central Africa. She stated that the theme of the Biennial Meeting was fully in keeping with the concerns of African ministers of education. She made a special case for the education of women, who constitute two-thirds of the illiterate adults on the continent and whose "self-sufficiency is one of the major objectives of the development process today". She also argued in favor of early childhood development programs, which are essential to giving children a good start on life but which are neglected in most African countries. 

The chair of the Forum for African Women Educationalists (FAWE), Simone de Comarmond, described FAWE's initiatives to improve education in the face of existing gender inequalities. She also spoke of Forum's work relating to the changes needed to ensure that schools offer a better reception to girls; the elimination of gender discrimination among children; and training to sensitize teachers to these issues. 

ADB Vice-President Zeinab Al Bakri highlighted the interaction between the various levels of the education system, the linkages between failure in school and rising illiteracy rates, the contribution of higher education to the training of primary school teachers, and the need to consider education systems as a whole and to forge alliances with the private sector. She also invited the partners attending the session to contribute to the definition of the ADB's strategy for supporting higher education. 

African Union Commissioner for Human Resources Nagia Essayed set out the main lines of the new Decade of Education that the African Union decided to launch at its summit meeting in Khartoum in January 2006. 

More than 400 people are taking part in the 2006 Biennial Meeting on education in Africa, including some 60 ministers of education and training.

The Biennial Meeting, whose theme is "More and Better Education: What Makes Effective Learning in Schools and in Literacy and Early Childhood Development Programs?", will address numerous issues relating to the improvement of educational quality in schools, literacy programs and early childhood development programs. The closing ceremony of the meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 31. 

About the ADEA


Since its founding in 1988, the ADEA has become a partnership between African ministers of education and donors. 


One of the principles underlying the ADEA's philosophy is to consider that the responsibility for educational development falls to African governments. For this reason, it strives to encourage a process that fully empowers African ministers of education. The ADEA's activities focus on policy dialogue between governments and funding bodies, among African governments themselves and among development organizations. They are also aimed at building institutional capacity in Africa by developing technical skills, establishing networks for information exchange and encouraging the sharing of successful strategies and experiences.

Libreville, March 27, 2006
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For further information, please visit the ADEA Web site: www.ADEAnet.org or contact:

Thanh-Hoa Desruelles, Publications and Communication Officer, ADEA

In Libreville: +241/ 07 59 52 23; e-mail: th.desruelles@iiep.unesco.org

 Alcinou Da Costa, ADEA Press Relations Consultant 

In Libreville: +241/ 07 90 32 92; e-mail: alcinou@wanadoo.fr
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