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Press Release
Ministerial conference on the integration of ICTs in education 
opens in Abuja, Nigeria
Abuja, Nigeria, July 28, 2004 – The Ministerial Conference for Western Africa on the Integration of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in Education opened today in Abuja, Nigeria. Ministers from Western Africa and other African countries are in Abuja July 28-30, 2004 to discuss matters related to the use of ICTs in the education sector. 
The meeting was opened by the Vice President of Nigeria, Atiku Abubakar. He indicated that ICTs could help increase access to education and improve quality, and “could provide linkages for socio-economic development, poverty eradication, conflict prevention, HIV/AIDS eradication, and employment generation”. 

Mr. Abubacar praised regional initiatives that recognize the importance of ICTs, including the New Partnership for the Development of Africa (NEPAD) and the ECOWAS Decade of Education. He encouraged the Conference to propose solutions for the sustainable development of ICTs in education for the benefit of Africa and their use as “weapons of mass instruction”  in Africa. 

Other speeches were given during the opening session by the Minister of Education of Nigeria, Professor Fabian Osuji, the Chair of the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA), and the President of ADEA’s Bureau of African Ministers, Professor Daniel Ona-Ondo, Minister of Education of Gabon. 

The Minister of Education of Nigeria, Mr. Fabian Osuji, stated that ICTs offered great opportunities to redress social and economic equalities and support wealth creation but that their adequate use was hampered by the lack of a clear vision for ICTs in Africa. He said that the  use of ICTs in Africa would gain much if it were guided and supported by a strong community of research and development at the regional level that would be competitive in the international marketplace. 

Concerning ICTs in Nigeria, Mr. Osuji mentioned the implementation of virtual libraries in tertiary educational institutions and the successful use of radio to facilitate social changes in rural communities where HIV/AIDS is prevalent. He also referred to Nigeria’s policy framework and the development of an ICT policy that has provided a conducive environment for deregulation and significant growth in the telecommunications sector. 

ADEA’s Chair, Mr. Ahlin Byll Cataria, commended Nigeria for the priority given to education by its highest political instances and its involvement in the international Education for All (EFA) debate, within the High Level Working Group on EFA and within NEPAD. 

Mr. Cataria recalled that the Abuja Conference was organized at the instigation of African Ministers of education, echoing their concerns as they are faced with the challenges of demographic growth, the responsibility they have to guarantee education for all and the requirement to improve the quality of education in Africa. In this context, he noted, “ICTs provide new opportunities to facilitate access to education and improve quality. However they are in no way wonder solutions. They must be considered as tools that can be very helpful if they are used and thought out carefully.” 

He mentioned the many challenges that African countries would have to overcome, including: defining measurable goals and objectives for the ICT sector; creating the necessary institutional structure to develop and steer a vision or national policy for educational development using ICTs;  creating and sustaining technical and pedagogical expertise in ICT-related areas in education;  establishing partnership mechanisms for cost-sharing; and responding to rapidly evolving technological and socio-economic environments.

The President of the ADEA Bureau of Ministers, Mr. Daniel Ona-Ondo, hoped that African models as well as endogenous capacities could be developed in order for African countries to adapt and own new technologies that would take into account their development needs and the realities of the African context. 
The Sub-Regional Ministerial Conference on the Integration of ICTs in Education: Issues and Challenges is being organized by the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA) in response to requests made by the Ministers of Education from Western Africa. Countries attending the Conference are: Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Congo Brazzaville, Côte d’Ivoire, Gabon, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea Bissau, Guinea, Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa sand Togo.

Abuja, Nigeria, July 28, 2004
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For further information:

Please consult the ADEA web site: www.adeanet.org
You may also contact:
Thanh-Hoa Desruelles, Publications and Communication Officer, ADEA

In Paris: 

Tel: +33 (0)145 03 77 69 ; E-mail: th.desruelles@iiep.unesco.org
In Abuja: 

Nikon Hilton Hotel: Tel: +234/ 9 413 1811
Professor Opubor, Coordinator, Working Group on Communication for Education and Development (COMED), ADEA 
In Abuja: 

Nikon Hilton Hotel:  Tel: +234/ 9 413 1811
Charles Soetan, Press Officer, Ministry of Information, Nigeria
In Abuja:

Tel: 080 231 77 677 ; 080 450 77 591
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