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Press Release

African Ministers Agree on Joint Effort to Enhance Education in Rural Areas 
Addis Ababa, September 9, 2005 -  The Ministerial Seminar on Education for Rural People ended today in Addis Ababa. The official closing took place in the afternoon, in the presence of Ethiopia’s Vice-Minister of Education for Higher Education, Hon. Teshome Yizengaw, the Executive Secretary of ADEA, Mr.  Mamadou Ndoye, and a representative from FAO, Mrs. Victoria Sekitoleko.

The closing of the seminar was an opportunity for the organizers -- ADEA, FAO and IIEP (UNESCO)  -- and the participants to present the results and recommendations of the seminar.


Hon. Teshome Yizengaw lauded the seminar that has “fostered new partnerships and alliances amongst African countries and has clearly demonstrated our common vision and dedication to design African strategies for African problems.” 


“One of the main objectives of the ministerial seminar on Education for Rural People has been achieved: Ministers of education, agriculture, fisheries and rural development and high-level officials from eleven African countries have agreed to join efforts to enhance education in rural areas” said Marcella Real, who heads the gender and population division at the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).


The Executive Secretary of ADEA, Mr. Mamadou Ndoye declared: “Countries now have two obligations. First, they must implement affirmative action policies to correct inequalities between urban and rural areas. Second, they must develop responses that are adapted to the demands of rural peoples and which are relevant and quality focused.” 

 
The Executive Secretary also stressed the need to engage partners going beyond the education sector. “Education programs cannot be relevant if they are not articulated to development programs. Hence the need for inter-sectoral approaches to education.” 

On behalf of his colleague ministers for education, agriculture, fisheries and rural development who participated in the Seminar on Education for Rural People, the Vice-Minister of Education for Higher Education presented a Communiqué with a series of recommendations. 

Ministers present Communiqué and recommendations for action
In the Communiqué, Ministers urge governments to promote education for rural people as a top national priority and to ensure that it is reflected through increased budgetary allocations and investments.


They recommend that ministries of education, agriculture, fisheries and rural development work together in partnership with civil society and the private sector and that a number of measures be taken in order to enhance the quality and relevance of education for rural people. 


They also call on the external donor community to provide additional resources for targeting education for rural people within development strategies.

Finally, they call upon development agencies to consolidate the efforts of FAO, UNESCO, the International Institute for Education Planning (IIEP), the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Education in Dakar (BREDA) and ADEA within the framework of the partnership for education for rural people.  

The results of the seminar and the Ministers’ Communiqué will be presented at the meeting of the EFA High Level Working Group that will take place in China November 28-30, 2005. 

A strategic priority

Today, in sub-Saharan Africa, the vast majority of the population (70%), lives in rural areas. Rural people represent some 500 million people.

It is expected that rural people will remain a majority for the next three to four decades (58% in 2030). 

Disparities between rural and urban people, as far as access to education and the quality of education provision are huge, despite progress made by most countries at national level (9 African children out of 10 now go to school in Africa). 

« Education for rural people is a strategic priority for sub-Saharan Africa in its fight against extreme poverty, hunger, malnutrition and illiteracy » underlined the final Communiqué issued by the African Ministers. 

Follow up actions 

The Executive Secretary of ADEA declared that the recommendations of the seminar would be brought to the attention of the 22 development agencies that are members of ADEA in order to encourage them to join efforts in favor of education for rural people. He also informed countries that one of the main themes of ADEA’s next Biennial Meeting would focus on effective literacy programs, an issue which concerns mainly rural people. 

The Seminar on Education for Rural People is an initiative of ADEA, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and the International Institute for Educational Planning (IIEP) of UNESCO. It was held in Addis Ababa, September 7-9, 2005, bringing together Ministers of Education, Agriculture, Fisheries and Rural Development from 11 African countries (Burkina Faso, Ethiopia, Guinea, Kenya, Madagascar, Mozambique, Niger, Uganda, Senegal, South Africa and Tanzania). The Addis Ababa meeting was also attended by representatives of NEPAD, the African Union and other African organizations, including civil society organizations, as well as a variety of bilateral and multilateral development bodies such as the ILO, Oxfam, UNESCO, UNICEF, the Swiss cooperation agency (DDC), the Dutch cooperation, the German Adult Education Association and the World Bank. 


About ADEA

Since its founding in 1988, ADEA has become a partnership between African ministers of education and cooperation and development agencies. One of the principles underlying ADEA’s philosophy is to consider that the responsibility for educational development falls to African governments. For this reason, it strives to encourage a process that fully empowers African ministers of education. ADEA’s activities focus on policy dialogue between governments and funding bodies, among African governments themselves and among development organizations. They are also aimed at building institutional capacity in Africa by developing technical skills, establishing networks for information exchange and encouraging the sharing of successful strategies and experiences.
Addis Ababa, September 9, 2005
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For further information, please visit the ADEA Web site: www.ADEAnet.org or contact:

Thanh-Hoa Desruelles, Publications and Communication Officer, ADEA

In Paris:  +33(0)14503 7769;  th.desruelles@iiep.unesco.org
In Addis Ababa: Hilton Hotel, Tel: +251/ 1-518400 

Pierre Antonios, Media Relations Officer, FAO

In Rome: +39/ 06. 57053473; Pierre.Antonios@fao.org
In Addis Ababa: Hilton Hotel, Tel: +251/ 1-518400 
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