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ADEA winds up a two-day seminar on education for all in Kigali, Rwanda

Kigali, Rwanda, 19 November 2004: The seminar organized by the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA) on the assessment and outlook for education for all in Africa concluded yesterday in Kigali, Rwanda. The seminar brought together more than seventy people, including the ministers of education or their representatives from Congo, Kenya, Mali, Mauritius, Mozambique, Rwanda and Sierra Leone. Representatives from 17 bilateral and multilateral development agencies and a number of education specialists from Africa and the North also took part.

During the two-day seminar, the ADEA took stock of the progress that had been achieved in Africa at this point, five years after the Dakar declaration on education for all and ten years before the deadline set for achieving the goal of universal schooling.

The statistics currently available indicate that while Africa is advancing, progress is slow. It is already clear that if current trends continue Africa will not achieve the goal of universal education by 2015. The EFA Global Monitoring Report notes that more than 40 million children in Africa are not in school. Furthermore, the percentage continuing in school after 5 years is less than 67% in half the region’s countries.

Development aid is currently insufficient to meet the enormous needs, which are estimated at between 2.5 and 8 billion US dollars between now and 2015. While the United Nations has recommended that the industrial countries allocate 0.7% of their GDP to cooperation and development, the reality is far below this figure. For example, in 2000, the percentages of GDP allocated to development aid by the OECD countries and by the United States were, respectively, 0.22% and 0.1%. Only four countries (Denmark, Netherlands, Norway and Sweden) allocated more than the recommended 0.7%.

Participants in the seminar examined the contribution of initiatives to promote EFA, in particular the World Bank Fast Track Initiative, the High Level Group for Education for All and the Global Campaign for Education.

The World Bank’s Fast Track initiative (FTI) was set up to provide countries with more effective aid for basic education. Since it was established in 2002, FTI has developed into a mechanism with support tools that are suited to the particular country. For example, any low-income country can now apply for FTI funds if it has a poverty reduction strategy paper and a plan for developing the education sector. The procedures for disbursing funds were also reviewed to ensure they were provided more rapidly, and a catalyst fund was created for low-income countries that do not have a sufficient number of funding agencies. The challenges facing FTI include mobilizing greater resources to meet the enormous needs of the countries.

The High Level Group for Education For All is composed of heads of state, education ministers of the countries of the South, cooperation and development ministers, bilateral and multilateral development agencies and civil society organizations. It was mandated by the Dakar Action Framework and serves as a lever to secure the commitment of policy makers and to mobilize funds. The HLG’s mission also includes reminding the international community of the commitments it made at Dakar.

The Global Campaign for Education (GCE) strives to make education a basic human right, to mobilize public opinion to put pressure on policy makers and the international community so that they keep their promises, and to guarantee that free, compulsory public education is available to all. 

The seminar participants also took stock of the progress achieved by Niger and Rwanda in particular. In Niger, primary enrolment rose from 530,000 to 858,000 between 1998-1999 and 2002-2003, reflecting 62% progress in four years, and the gross enrolment rate rose from 32% to 45%. Thanks to the political determination of its decision-makers and to the establishment of effective partnerships, Rwanda succeeded in only a few years in rapidly raising the gross enrolment rate in its primary schools, which is now over 100%. Gender equity has also become a priority for educational policy.


The seminar concluded with the following recommendations: 

-
Literacy activities need to be integrated into efforts to achieve education for all.

- 
Tools to collect and analyze data are needed, as they are essential to measure progress towards EFA. 

-
Efforts are needed to seek out partnerships with other sectors (health, water, agriculture, telecommunications) to enhance their contribution to the education sector.

-
Private education needs to be strengthened in order to help governments meet the enormous needs.

-
Attention is needed to the links between the labor market and the education sector, as these are crucial for skills development programs.

-  Attention also needs to be paid to the many factors that influence EFA efforts, including the situation of children not in school; access to education for poor rural populations and nomads; the mobilization and involvement of communities in decision-making and school management; and gender issues. 

Other factors also hindering progress towards EFA, in particular conflicts in a significant number of African countries, which are causing children to lose years of schooling, and HIV/AIDS. Suggestions were made in this respect to investigate social security systems set up to fight HIV/AIDS in the education sector. 


Relations with NEPAD need to be strengthened, as it can act as a catalyst in accelerating progress towards education for all. 

Finally, the current structure and operating modes of the working groups were reviewed, in order to strengthen the impact of ADEA activities and better help the countries meet the challenges facing the development of education in Africa. 

About ADEA
ADEA was created in 1988 to foster greater collaboration and coordination between development agencies working in the field of education in Africa. Since then, ADEA has become an instrument that aims:

- to strengthen African ministries’ leadership capacities in their cooperation with funding agencies,

- to reinforce the understanding of the funding agencies concerning the need to adapt their practices to the countries’ educational needs, policies , programs and projects;

- to develop a consensus between the ministries and agencies on approaches to the major issues facing education in Africa.

ADEA’s activities focus around policy dialogue between the various development partners. It also aims at strengthening institutional capacities within Africa through technical skills development, setting up networks for information exchange, and encouraging the sharing of strategies, innovations and successful experiences.
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