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Press release

Closing ceremony of the Regional Conference on Bilingual Education and the Use of Local Languages in African Education Systems 
Windhoek, August 5: The Regional Conference on Bilingual Education and the Use of Local Languages in African Education Systems came to an end today in Windhoek. The closing ceremony took place in the morning, in the presence of Namibia’s deputy minister for education, H.E. Mrs. Becky Ndjoze-Ojo; the Executive Secretary of the ADEA, Mr. Mamadou Ndoye; the Director of the UNESCO Institute for Education (UIE), Mr. Adama Ouane; and Mr. Georg Mades, representing the GTZ. 

The closing ceremony offered the occasion for the speakers from the ADEA, the UIE and the GTZ to thank those who had helped to organize the conference, particularly the government of Namibia, and to report on the results of the conference. 

Mr. Georg Mades of the GTZ stated that the GTZ was proud to have collaborated with the ADEA and the UIE in organizing the conference. He also expressed his enthusiasm for the support provided to African countries to make increased use of local languages in education. 

The Director of the UIE, Mr. Adama Ouane, declared his satisfaction over the experts’ massive support for the research findings presented at Windhoek, which have been corroborated by the experience of those working at ground level. He also noted the existence of a core of competent, committed African experts specializing in the issue of languages in education, and of a new momentum for the revitalization of Africa. He placed the language issue in the context of Africa’s participation in global knowledge creation, which requires a good command of the international languages as well as the need to enhance the image of African languages and of traditional know-how and knowledge. 

The deputy minister for education, H.E. Mrs. Becky Ndjoze-Ojo, emphasized the fact that the language of instruction is a key factor in improving the effectiveness of learning processes, but that the choice of language also had an impact in the context of efforts to reduce poverty. She also called on the media to participate in efforts to promote local languages by producing titles in African languages. 

In his address, Mr. Ndoye presented the “additive” model, which promotes balanced bilingualism – use of the mother tongue as the language of instruction as long as possible, combined with learning the official language as a second language – as an objective that all African countries should strive to achieve. 

However, he also enumerated the many obstacles and challenges to be faced in order to initiate the process of change needed for the adoption of complex and difficult reforms: political, ideological, social and cultural obstacles; and challenges related to the choice of languages, to the development of teaching tools, to teacher training and to the development of an educated environment outside the education sector. 

He stressed the importance of communication, which must go hand in hand with the process of change in order to do away with prejudices, fears and suspicion and to counter people’s reluctance and resistance. 

Lastly, the ADEA Executive Secretary outlined the work that will be undertaken after the conference: 

· The stock-taking study conducted by academics and presented at the conference is to be finalized, taking into consideration the recommendations of the experts’ meeting; 

· The countries interested in the issue of bilingual education, brought together by the ADEA to form “inter-country quality nodes”, will strive to apply the lessons drawn at Windhoek in their own countries; 

· The ADEA and its partners will prepare the messages to be presented to the ministers of education at the next ADEA Biennial Meeting, to be held in March 2006;

· The ADEA will make contact with the African Union and NEPAD with a view to organizing a major ministerial conference on the issue of African languages and their use in education systems. 

About the ADEA


Since its founding in 1988, the ADEA has become a partnership between African ministers of education and donors. 


One of the principles underlying the ADEA's philosophy is to consider that the responsibility for educational development falls to African governments. For this reason, it strives to encourage a process that gives full responsibility to African ministers of education. The ADEA’s activities focus on policy dialogue between governments and funding bodies, among African governments themselves and among development organizations. They are also aimed at building institutional capacity in Africa by developing technical skills, establishing networks for information exchange and encouraging the sharing of successful strategies and experiences.

Windhoek, August 5, 2005
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For further information, please visit the ADEA Web site: www.ADEAnet.org or contact:

Thanh-Hoa Desruelles, Publications and Communication Officer, ADEA

In Paris: +33(0)14503 7769;  th.desruelles@iiep.unesco.org
In Windhoek: Country Club Resort, +264/ 61 205 57 51 
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