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Press Release
Ministerial conference on the integration of ICTs in education closes 
in Abuja, Nigeria 
Abuja, Nigeria, July 30, 2004 –  The Ministerial Conference for West Africa on the Integration of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in Education closed today after three days of deliberations in Abuja, Nigeria. Ministers of Education from West Africa and other African countries met to discuss matters related to the use of ICTs in the education sector with a view to increasing access to education and improving quality. 

Africa lags far behind other regions in the world in the area of New Information and Communication Technologies (NICTs). Only one African out of 160 has access to the Internet, compared to one out of two persons in the United States. Furthermore, while NICTs are used mostly in the sectors of business and commerce, they are still used marginally within the education sector and in schools.

During the Conference, the Ministers assessed the situation of ICTs in Africa, particularly in West Africa. They looked into crucial issues for the development of ICTs including: financial implications and strategies for cost sharing and recovery; equity to ensure that ICTs do not contribute to but help to reduce inequalities; sustainable technical and pedagogical expertise; the inclusion of ICTs in teacher training programs; and, the formulation of national and regional policies for the development of ICTs and Distance Education and Open Learning (DEOL). Also discussed were issues related to the use of ICTs for the professional development of teachers and at different levels of the education system, i.e. primary, secondary, higher, non formal and technical and vocational education.

The Ministers agreed that the use of ICTs should be promoted to increase enrolments and to provide efficient and quality education because of the inadequacies of traditional methods of education delivery. They also discussed the need to have tools for designing adequate ICT and DEOL policies.   

Communiqué of the Ministers of Education  

At the end of the conference, the Ministers presented a communiqué in which they reaffirmed their commitment to the goals of Education for All in order to meet learning needs in their countries.

The Ministers assessed what had been achieved in the education sector and the challenges that must be overcome to support the development of ICTs and DEOL. Challenges include: a clear definition of objectives to support the use of ICTs in education ; the creation of institutional frameworks to guide the design of national and sub-regional policies; the development and the maintainance of technical and pedagogical expertise trained in ICTs; the establishment of partnerships to facilitate collaboration including cost sharing between governments, international partners, the private sector, civil society, the media and journalists’ networks. 

The Ministers also formulated strategies to help countries face these challenges and to ensure that ICTs and DEOL will be better used in the education sector.  
Recommendations of the Conference

The Conference made recommendations pertaining to a wide range of areas related to the integration of ICTs in education: national ICT policies; infrastructures; human resource development; research and the exchange of experiences to inform policy decision-making;  evaluation and monitoring; content development for ICTs in school curricula and programs.

The Conference also recommended that policies integrating ICTs in education be implemented in countries within the next 5 years. 

Specific recommendations were also made for sub-sectors of education, i.e. primary, secondary, non formal, vocational and technical education.

The Ministerial Conference for West Africa on the Integration of Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs) in Education was organized by the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA) in collaboration with the Ministry of Education of Nigeria in response to requests made by African Ministers of Education from West Africa. Countries attending the Conference were: Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Congo Brazzaville, Côte d’Ivoire, Gabon, The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea Bissau, Guinea, Kenya, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa and Togo.

Abuja, Nigeria, July 30, 2004  

For further information:

Please consult the ADEA web site: www.adeanet.org
You may also contact:

Thanh-Hoa Desruelles, Publications and Communication Officer, ADEA

In Paris: 

Tel: +33 (0)145 03 77 69 ; E-mail: th.desruelles@iiep.unesco.org
In Abuja: 

Nikon Hilton Hotel: Tel: +234/ 9 413 1811

Professor Opubor, Coordinator, Working Group on Communication for Education and Development (COMED), ADEA 
In Abuja: 

Nikon Hilton Hotel:  Tel: +234/ 9 413 1811

Charles Soetan, Press Officer, Federal Ministry of Information, Nigeria
In Abuja:

Tel: 080 231 77 677 ; 080 450 77 591

Tony Ohaeri, Chief Press Secretary, Federal Ministry of Education, Nigeria

In Abuja:

Tel: 080 421 31 889 
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