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Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA)

Press Release

AFRICAN MINISTERS DISCUSS EDUCATION IN CONFLICT SITUATIONS

Mombasa, Kenya, June 2, 2004 - The challenges of providing education for all in countries in crisis or post-conflict situations and the importance of education as a tool for preventing conflict are the principal issues being discussed at a three-day conference of African ministers and officials which opened in Mombasa, Kenya, on Wednesday.

Declaring the conference open, the Minister of Education, Science and Technology for Kenya, Hon. George Saitoti, pointed out that in several African countries in conflict situations, families and children had been torn apart by war, children had lost parents, homes had been destroyed and education had become a luxury.

Hon. Saitoti emphasized the need to educate men and women to have a deep respect for a culture of peace and tolerance towards one another.

He urged African countries to “nurture democratic institutions and processes that foster peace and stability among our citizens and our countries.” 

“In addition, dialogue as a means of conflict resolution instead of the power of the gun must always be given a chance and a free media that lays open the actions of those charged with the conduct of public affairs must be given a chance to flourish,” he said.

Mr Mamadou Ndoye, the executive secretary of the Association for the Development of Education in Africa (ADEA), echoed this sentiment in his opening remarks, pointing out that education has an important role to play in promoting the culture of tolerance, peace, democracy, and respect for human rights.

He said the challenge before many African countries was how, in spite of conflicts, they could safeguard the right to education and protect the youth.

He observed that post-conflict situations could have positive consequences, providing opportunities for reform and for the community and civil society to be involved in education.

Turning to the conference itself, he said it would provide a chance to learn from the experiences of others and from the findings of experts, and to exchange ideas and learn from each other.

Dr Roli Degazon-Johnson, Chief Program Officer of the Commonwealth Secretariat, recalled the call on the organization by the Ministers of Education at its 14th Conference of Ministers in 2000 to “strive to strengthen programmes for preventing conflict and mitigating the impact of conflict and natural disasters on education in disrupted societies” and another call in the Dakar Education for All Framework for Action for provision to be made for the reconstruction of education systems in societies in situations of emergency, conflict and post-conflict.

She said these situations required management to ensure that the youth do not suffer from the consequences of conflict. She expressed the hope that participants at the conference would leave Mombasa with a sense of mission to surmount the difficulties and challenges posed by these circumstances of crisis and post-conflict.

On the first day of the conference, a panel comprising the ministers of education of Rwanda and the Democratic Republic of Congo and the deputy minister of education of Sierra Leone presented detailed experiences of challenges created for their countries’ educational systems by conflicts and the strategies being used to cope with them. A second panel made up of  representatives of UNESCO, the World Bank and the Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies (INEE) discussed the experiences of outside assistance to education in situations of conflict.

The conference, which ends on Friday, is being jointly sponsored by ADEA and the Commonwealth Secretariat and hosted by Kenya.

Participants at the conference are ministers and deputy ministers of education and senior professionals from the ministries of education and the international and non-governmental organizations.

Among the countries represented at the meeting are Botswana, Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Republic of Congo, Gabon, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Lesotho, Liberia, Namibia, and Rwanda. Others are Sierra Leone, South Africa, Sudan, Zanzibar, Malawi, Kenya, Uganda and Seychelles. 

The international and non-governmental organizations represented include ADEA, Commonwealth Secretariat, the World Bank, UNICEF, UNESCO, Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies (INEE), the Association of African Universities (AAU), Action Aid, the Forum for African Women Educationalists (FAWE) and the Catholic Secretariat. 
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