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Press release

Opening of the Regional Conference on Bilingual Education and the Use of Local Languages in African Education Systems 

Windhoek, August 3, 2005: The regional conference on bilingual education and the use of local languages in African education systems was officially opened in Windhoek on Wednesday, August 3, 2005, by H.E. Nangolo Mbumba, minister of education of the host country Namibia. The conference was organized by the Association for the Development of Education in Africa, the GTZ and the UNESCO Institute for education (UIE), in conjunction with the Agence intergouvernementale de la francophonie (AIF – Intergovernmental Agency for the French-speaking Countries) and the government of Namibia. About twenty African countries and multilateral and bilateral cooperation agencies are represented at the conference by some 70 experts and professionals from a variety of fields. 

In his opening address, H.E. Nangolo Mbumba stressed the importance of multilingual education, illustrating this point by the Namibian government’s decision to introduce children’s mother tongues as the languages of instruction in the first four years of schooling. According to the minister, the use of local languages in education systems is a vital factor in enhancing the relevance and efficiency of education in Africa. Lastly, he expressed the wish that the conference would generate a widely shared understanding of the challenges and strategies of bilingual education, while at the same time stepping up advocacy, directed toward both policymakers and the general public, in favor of using African languages in education. 

Other participants who took the floor during the opening session of the conference: Mr. Mamadou Ndoye, Executive Secretary of the ADEA; Mr. Anand Rumajogee, representative of the AIF; Mrs. Mekedes Edjugayehu, representative of UNESCO; and Mrs. Christiane Kalle, resident representative of the GTZ. The speakers successively emphasized: 

· the use of the languages that children speak before entering school as an essential condition for obtaining substantial reduction in the number of dropouts and repetitions and the massive academic failures currently observed in African education systems, since understanding the language is the decisive factor in knowledge and skill acquisition;

· the major issues regarding the development and democratization of African societies associated with policy on language in education;

· the vital importance of linguistic diversity, which is inseparable from cultural diversity, and of an education of good quality for sustainable development;

· the attention and efforts to be devoted to the material, educational and institutional conditions and factors that ensure success in experiences of the use of local languages in education.

Mr. Adama Ouane, director of the UNESCO Institute for Education (UIE), set forth the program for the conference, which will last three days:

Mr. Ouane called on the participants to engage in critical reflection and to make proposals and recommendations for improvement, using as their frame of reference “A Stock-taking Research on Mother Tongue and Bilingual Education in Sub-Saharan Africa”, a background paper for the conference produced by a team of six academics.

With this in mind, the conference will focus, in both plenary sessions and working group sessions, on vital topics such as:

· the national and international contexts: language policies and financing;

· the classroom: active teaching and learning practices;

· models of the use of local languages and bilingual education in both formal and non-formal education;

· creation of a multilanguage learning environment: the education sector and social marketing.

The closing ceremony of the conference is scheduled for late in the morning of Friday, August 5, 2005.

About the ADEA


Since its founding in 1988, the ADEA has become a partnership between African ministers of education and donors. 


One of the principles underlying the ADEA’s philosophy is to consider that the responsibility for educational development falls to African governments. For this reason, it strives to encourage a process giving full responsibility to African ministers of education. The ADEA’s activities focus on policy dialogue between governments and funding bodies, among African governments themselves and among development organizations. They are also aimed at building institutional capacity in Africa by developing technical skills, establishing networks for information exchange and encouraging the sharing of successful strategies and experiences.

Windhoek, August 3, 2005
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For further information, please visit the ADEA Web site: www.ADEAnet.org or contact:

Thanh-Hoa Desruelles, Publications and Communication Officer, ADEA

In Paris: +33(0)14503 7769;  th.desruelles@iiep.unesco.org
In Windhoek: Country Club Resort, +264/ 61 205 57 51 
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